
INTERIOR PAINTS
Type Characteristics/Use Application

Acoustic For acoustic ceiling tile. Water-thinned, water cleanup. Spray (preferable), or 
roller.

Alkyd Solvent-thinned, solvent cleanup. Don’t apply over Brush, roller, pad.
unprimed drywall.

Cement For concrete, brick, stucco. Some contain waterproofing Brush.
agents. Must be mixed just before use.

Dripless For ceilings. More costly than ordinary paints. Brush or roller.

Epoxy For metal, glass, tile, floors, woodwork: high-stress areas. Brush.
Expensive. May require special mixing; tricky to use.

Latex Most popular. Water-thinned, water cleanup. Gloss, Brush, roller, pad.
semigloss, flat. May be used over most surfaces, but not on 
wallpaper, wood, or metal.

Metal For bare or primed metal, or as a primer for other types of Brush or spray.
paint. Some water-thinned, most solvent-thinned.

Oil Slow-drying, strong odor. Coverage may not be as good as Brush, roller, spray.
synthetic paints. Solvent-thinned, solvent cleanup.

One-Coat Water- or solvent-thinned. Costs more than regular latex or Brush, roller, pad.
alkyd. Surface must be sealed first. Excellent covering power.

Polyurethane/Urethane Expensive. Can be used over most finishes, porous surfaces. Brush.
Extreme durability. Solvents, primers vary.

Texture Good for covering surface defects. Premixed or mix-at-home Brush, roller, pad, 
types. Application slow. Permits surface design of choice. trowel, sponge.
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Rubber-Base Paint
Containing a liquified rubber, this paint is available only
in a limited number of colors and in flat or low-gloss
finishes. It’s expensive and has a potent aroma. But,
because rubber-base paint is waterproof and durable, it’s
an excellent coating for concrete. It can be applied
directly to unprimed masonry. When it’s used on brick,
rubber-based paint should be preceded by a sealing coat
of clear varnish. Before putting it on new concrete, wash
the concrete with a ten percent solution of muriatic acid,
rinse thoroughly, and allow it to dry completely. (Wear
goggles and gloves when working with muriatic acid and
make sure you are in a well-ventilated space.) Like
alkyds, rubber-base paints require special solvents; check
the label for specifications.

Textured Paint
If you’re after a finish that looks like stucco, or if you
simply want an effective cover-up for flawed surfaces,
textured-surface paint will do the job. Some varieties
come premixed with sandlike particles suspended in the
paint. Because of their sandy grittiness, their use is
usually reserved for ceilings. With other varieties, you

have to add the particles and stir thoroughly. Another
form of textured paint has no granules. Thick and
smooth, it’s applied to the surface then textured with
special tools.

Textured paints are available in either flat-finish latex
or alkyd formulations. Latex versions are frequently used
on bare drywall ceilings because they can be used
without a primer and they help to camouflage the seams
between sheets of drywall.

One of the special problems with textured paint
becomes evident when the time comes to paint over it.
All those peaks and valleys created by the texturing
actually increase the surface area of the wall. The rough
surface will require 15 to 25 percent more paint the
second time around.

Dripless Paint
Quite a bit more expensive than conventional alkyd
paint, dripless paint is ideal for ceilings because it’s so
thick it won’t run off a roller or a brush. It will usually
cover any surface in a single coat, but, because of its very
dense consistency, it won’t go as far as its more
spreadable relatives.
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